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irrigation is resorted to. Some idea of the importance of
the cereal can be had from the following figures of area
under rice in India for the ten years ending 1935-36.

Year.
	Acres.
	Tear.
	Acres.

1926-27
	78,501,389
	1931-32
	81,287,906

1927-28
	76,606,868
	1932-33
	79,968,340

1928-29
	81,131,743
	1933-34
	80,424,560

1929-30
	79,424,203
	1934-35
	79,520,027

1930-31          80,631,668       1935-36          79,888,371
These figures show that the average acreage under this
crop must be round about 80 million acres. The acreage
was at a maximum during 1931-32, and in the next year
there was a sharp fall to 79,968,340 at which figure it has
approximately remained till 1935-36 with the exception of
1933-34 when there was a perceptible increase in acreage.
The period of declining acreage synchronised with the
aftennath of the depression and increasing imports of rice
from Burma and Indo-China.
The position of Madras with respect to this cereal can be
seen from the figures for the years 1934-35 and 1935-36.
In the first year the acreage was 11,055,587 and in 1935-36
it came down to 9,796,280 acres. The yield for the
corresponding years was 4,981,000 and 4,741,000 tons
respectively. In 1937-38 the area under paddy increased
to 10,140,831 acres which was less than normal. The area
in a year of normal season in this Presidency has been
computed at 10,200,160 acres. Thus, the percentage of the
aim under this crop to the total area under all crops in
1837-38 was 27-5, The index number of acreage of the
various crops would be helpful in studying the growth in
of the various crops.
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